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Coming Together for Children 
Child Development Conference 

 

2012 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

Registration:    8:00 - 8:30 AM 

Session 1:     8:30 – 9:45 AM 

Session 2:    10:00 – 11:15 AM 

Keynote Address & Lunch: 11:45 – 1:00 PM 

Session 3:   1:15 – 2:30 PM 

The Keynote Address and Lunch will be in the Arts and Sciences Building 
Cafeteria, directly south of the Health and Human Services Building. 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ мн ƻƴ ƳŀǇ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜΦ  

 

KEY:  Each workshop is coded as listed below to indicate targeted area. 

ADM= Administration  GUI = Guidance and Discipline  

CUR= Curriculum   SA = School Age 

IT = Infants and Toddlers  FAM = Families 

    

In case of weather cancellation: 
TV:  Channel 10 WILX and Channel 6 WLNS  
Radio:  97.5 WJIM and 99.1 WFMK  
 
Location:  The Health and Human Services Building is located near the  
Administration Building (610 N. Capitol Avenue) just south of Saginaw 
Hwy.  Directional signs will be posted. 
 
Parking is available in the ramp on Grand Avenue, along the streets and in 
all campus lots. 
 
Local vendors, children’s and early childhood professional agencies will 
have displays available on site. 
 
 



Session 1:  8:30 - 9:45 AM Program 

Key 

A. Infant Curriculum 101  
.ŀǊōŀǊŀ bŜǿōȅΣ LƴŦŀƴǘ ¢ƻŘŘƭŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 

5ŀƴŀ {ǇǊŀƎǳŜΣ IŜŀŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

[ŀƴǎƛƴƎ  /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ 9ŀǊƭȅ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
 

What and how are infants learning? What is the primary   

caregiver’s role during learning? Explore how primary caregivers can 

make learning visible to parents , co-workers and the community.  

B. Using Books to Explore Emotions 
YƛǩŜ .ǳǘŎƘŜǊΣ  9ŀǊƭȅ LƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴƛǎǘΣ 9ŀǊƭȅ hƴΣ a{¦ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴ w9{! 
 

Children need to express emotions to achieve self- regulation and  

modify their behaviors. This workshop will address how to use books 

and literacy skills to explore emotions.  

C. Behaviors That Challenge Us 
WŀƴŜǘ tƭŜǘŎƘŜǊΣ 9ŀǊƭȅ LƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴƛǎǘΣ 9ŀǊƭȅ hƴΣ LƴƎƘŀƳ L{5 
 

Do you have a child whose behaviors are disruptive and puzzling? Bring 

your stories to this workshop. We will share ideas and support one  

another as we brainstorm effective solutions that address the most  

challenging behaviors.  

D. Energize Your Circle Time  

[ƻǊƛ .ǊŀǎƛŎΣ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ hŶŎŜ ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
 

Circle time feeling blah? Come explore developmental aspects of Circle 

Time and learn activities to provide a stimulating learning experience.  

  

IT 

CUR 

GUI 

CUR 



Program 

Key 

E. Everyday Strategies for the Inclusive Classroom 
5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ {ŀǾƻǊȅΣ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘκIŜŀŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ  

a{¦ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ [ŀō 

9ǊƛŎŀ /ƻƭƻƴΣ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘκIŜŀŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ  

a{¦ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ [ŀō 
 

Learn useful strategies to support and guide all children’s development, 

with emphasis on children with special needs. Leave with useful tips and 

hands-on suggestions to foster cooperative learning in an inclusive  

environment.  

F. Reconnecting Children with Nature 
WŜŀƴ aΦ DŀǊǊŀǧΣ  !ŘƧǳƴŎǘ CŀŎǳƭǘȅΣ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǊƭȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ 

[ŀƴǎƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
 

Explore how contact with nature, naturalized play spaces and  

children’s behavior outdoors impacts school performance and learning.   

G. Knock, Knock! It’s Licensing. We’ve Gotten a  

 Complaint 
WƛƳ {ƛƴƴŀƳƻƴΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ /ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜ [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ 

YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ {ƛƴƴŀƳƻƴΣ /ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜ [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ !ǊŜŀ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ 

.ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ !Řǳƭǘ [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎΣ 5I{ 
 

Complaint investigations can be very upsetting. This session will review 

the complaint process from start to finish and discuss what you can do to 

reduce the risk of getting a complaint.   

H. “Where Do You Turn It On At?”  
Wƛƭƭ [ŀǿƭŜǊΣ !ǊŜŀ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊΣ /!/{ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘ 
 

Understand school age development and discover strategies, games and 

activities that will engage school age children in your program, without 

batteries or a screen.    

IT 

CUR 

ADM 

SA 



Session 2:  10:00 - 11:15 AM Program 

Key 

I. Using Sign Language with All Infants  
YǊƛǎǘȅ aŜŘŜǎΣ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊ 

!ǎƘƭŜȅ aŜŘŜǎΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ Iƻƭǘ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ !{[ /ƭǳō 
 

Families and caregivers can use American Sign Language to communicate 

with babies as young as five months. Research proves that infants that 

begin with sign language speak earlier, experience less frustration and 

become better readers. Join us for an introductory view into the world of 

“talking” with infants. 

J. Loving Literacy in Early Childhood Programs 
aŜƭƛǎǎŀ YǊŀƳŜǊΣ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ [ŜŀŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ 5ǳƴƘŀƳΣ aǳƭǝ-ŀƎŜ [ŜŀŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

{ǇŀǊǘŀƴ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
 

Explore materials and activities to build comprehension, writing, oral  

language, fluency, phonemic awareness and phonics that align with the 

Michigan Pre-Kindergarten and Toddler Early Learning Standards.  

K. Why Does This Child’s Behavior Challenge Me So? 
WǳŘȅ DƻǘƘ-hǿŜƴǎΣ CŀŎǳƭǘȅΣ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǊƭȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ  

[ŀƴǎƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
 

Identify the influences that impact how we relate to children with  

challenging behaviors and use that information to develop relationship-

based strategies that build a foundation for understanding each child.  

L. Understanding the Family: A Refreshed Perspective 
YǊƛǎǝƴ !ǊƳōǊǳǎǘŜǊΣ 9ŀǊƭȅ LƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴƛǎǘΣ 9ŀǊƭȅ hƴΣ LƴƎƘŀƳ L{5 
 

Reflect on the daily challenges faced when working with families and form 

a framework to plan for future interactions. Learn specific strategies on 

how to build foundational, helping relationships.  

  

IT 

CUR 

GUI 

FAM 



Program 

Key 

M. Open-Ended Art Experiences with Young Children 
[ƛǎŀ CƻǎǘŜǊΣ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ a{¦ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ [ŀō  
 

Explore open-ended materials for young children that provide  

opportunities for creativity, imagination and success.  

N. Teaching With Intent 
IŜƛŘƛ WƻǊŘŀƴΣ IŜŀŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǊƭȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ  

9ŀǊƭȅ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ [ŀƴǎƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
 

What is the Reggio Emilia philosophy and how can the Reggio principles 

be applied in American schools? Examine creating an authentic  

educational experience for young children.  

O. Leadership: Inspiring, Supporting & Encouraging 

 Your Team 
.ŜŎƪȅ {ǘƻŜǎǎƴŜǊΣ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ 9ŀǊƭȅ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ  

[ŀƴǎƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
 

Explore strategies to provide a supportive atmosphere for a positive  

workplace.   

P. Creating an Anti-Bias Classroom  

²ŀƴ Iǎǳŀƴ [ƛƴΣ IŜŀŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

{ŀǊŀƘ .ŜƭŀƴƎŜǊΣ IŜŀŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

a{¦ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ [ŀō 
 

Creating an anti-bias classroom is essential for children’s development. 

This workshop will help teachers, parents and adults understand the  

importance of creating an anti-bias classroom that allows children to  

have an open mind about the world around them.   

CUR 

CUR 

ADM 

CUR 

11:45– 1:00 PM    Keynote Address and Luncheon: 

Laura Stein: “Music Makes the World Go ’Round”     
!Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ŀŦŜǘŜǊƛŀΣ  

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ IǳƳŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ  



Session 3:  1:15 - 2:30 PM Program 

Key 

Q. Play for the Children’s Sake   
WŀŎǉǳŜƭƛƴŜ ²ƻƻŘΣ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ 
 

As the pressure for school readiness skills grows, opportunities for young 

children to play are being lost. Explore the critical role of play in children’s 

development and how adults can enter into children’s play to foster 

learning.  

R. Getting to Know You...Getting to Know All About 

 You 
[ŀǳǊŀ {ǘŜƛƴΣ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ 
 

As caring adults we want the children with whom we work to have  

satisfying and positive relationships with their peers.  This workshop will 

explore the nature of children's friendships at various ages and present 

practical strategies adults can use to foster and support children's efforts. 

S. Load Up Your Guidance & Discipline Tool Belt!  
YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ .ǳǊŎƘƛΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

.ǊƻƻƪŜ wŀƛƴǎΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘκ¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊ 

/ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪκ{ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
 

With guidance and discipline, one “tool” does not fit all! Hear about all 

the “tools” you can add to your “belt” to help young children.   

T. Drawing with Children in the Classroom 
5ŜƴƛǎŜ DǊŀƘŀƳΣ [ŀƴǎƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǊƭȅ 

9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ IŜŀŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ 9ŀǊƭȅ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
 

Discover how to Incorporate representational drawings, self-portraits and 

creative drawings in an early childhood setting. Discuss how these types 

of drawings are alike and different. Learn ideas on how-to set up for the 

different types of drawings, help children notice the details and document 

children’s work for school, families and/or the child.  

CUR 

CUR 

GUI 

CUR 



Program 

Key 

U. “Tune Up Your Teaching” 
¢ǊƛŎƛŀ YƧƻƭƘŜŘŜΣ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ ¢ǳƴŜǎ ƴ ¢ŀƭŜǎ ōȅ ¢ǊƛŎƛŀ 
 

Whether or not you currently use music in your classroom,  

Tricia will show you how to easily add music to your learning schedule.  

V. Making Low Cost Educational Materials Across 

 the Learning Domains 
WǳƭƛŜ .ǊƻǿŜǊΣ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ a{¦ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ [ŀō 
 

Explore different ways to develop materials and create activities using the 

computer and everyday items that most everyone has at their disposal.  

As we explore the different ways to create activities we will touch on each 

of the six learning domains.  

W. Great Start to Quality: Moving Beyond Level One 
wƻōƛƴ ½ŜƛǘŜǊΣ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ  

/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
 

Explore the components of Michigan’s Tiered Quality Rating and  

Improvement System including the Self-Assessment Survey, the Quality 

Improvement Plan and the PQA.  

X. Let’s Go Outdoors  

[Ŝƴŀ {ǿŜƘƭŀΣ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ ²ƻƭŘǳƳŀǊ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
 

Why is environmental and outdoor education an important part of a 

child’s life and educational experience? Let’s get active as we explore this 

topic and learn new activities you can do with children that incorporate 

nature education as well as art, creative writing, and physical activity.   

CUR 

CUR 

ADM 

CUR 



Important Scholarship Information 

The Central Michigan Association for the Education of Young Children (CMAEYC) has 

limited scholarships available to reimburse the $40 registration fee for the Coming 

Together for Children 2012 Conference. For more information and an application,  

contact D’Lynn Smith at 517-667-8566 or dlynn@foundationsofcare.com .  

CMAEYC members will have preference.   

The deadline for scholarship is January 29, 2012.  

Keynote Speaker– Laura Stein 

Laura began her career in 1959 as a Kindergarten teacher in the New York City Public 
Schools.  During this first position, the curriculum included teaching the kindergarten 
children about Christopher Columbus in conjunction with Columbus Day.  Because of 
her understanding that the accepted story is too abstract for young children to really 
grasp, Laura sought a way of approaching the topic that 5-year-olds could understand.  
Laura took the children out onto the sidewalk in front of the school.  She asked them 
to look across the street (a 4 lane city street) to the park.  Next she had them close 
their eyes and imagine that they could not see the other side of the street and had 
never been to the park.  She used this game to talk with the children about what it 
would be like to try to cross the street not knowing what was on the other side and 
related this to how Columbus felt as he set off from Spain.  She helped the children 
understand the essence of the experience of exploration and the courage it takes to 
embark on a voyage into the unknown, either on the sea, in the city, or in learning. 
 
Following her career in New York, she taught and directed early childhood programs 
from coast to coast.  In 1978 she moved with her family to Michigan where,  
beginning in 1980, Laura began as a Head Teacher at the Michigan State University 
Child Development Laboratory.  She continued teaching both preschool children and 
college students at the Lab until she retired in 2001.  
 
Over the course of her career Laura has co-authored several textbooks including:  
Guiding Children’s Social Development; Teaching Young Children Using Themes; and 
Themes Teachers Use.  She has contributed chapters to numerous books, including 
Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum: best practice in early childhood education, 
written many articles and presented countless workshops locally, statewide and  
nationally.  Laura’s fundamental principle has always been to understand and capture 
the heart of an experience from the child’s point of view, thus helping the adults figure 
out how to act from that knowledge to support the optimal growth and development 
of each child.  
  
Laura received the Outstanding Teaching Award from her department at MSU and,  
subsequent to her retirement, was awarded the Betty Garlick Award from MiAEYC for 
outstanding contributions to early childhood education. 



Coming Together for Children Conference 
REGISTRATION 

 Registration is limited so please register early!  

 Cost:  $40 (on or before 2/3/12) 

  Add $10 for registrations postmarked after 2/3/12 

  Conference fee is non-refundable 
 

  If you have questions, please call Office for Young Children 

  Lin Hirai: 517-887-4550 or 1-800-234-6996 press 2 

Or visit our website: www.cmaeyc.com 

Conference Registration Form 
(One name per form, duplicate as needed) 

 Please Print Clearly 

 First Name    Last Name 

 

 Work Site 

 

 Street Address 

 

 City Zip Code Phone (          ) 

 

 Email Address (PRINT) 

 ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

Please choose 3 workshops you would like to 

attend for each session. If you do not choose 

3 and your only choice is full, you will be 

randomly assigned to another workshop. 

Place the letter of the workshop in the  

appropriate box.  

 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

CTFC Conference 
 

Mail this completed form and payment to: 

Office for Young Children 

Attention: Lin 

PO Box 30161 

Lansing, MI 48909-7661 

 

Total Enclosed: $  Check # 

Session 1 

(A-H) 

1st choice 2nd choice 3rd choice 

   

Session 2 

(I-P) 

1st choice 2nd choice 3rd choice 

   

1st choice 2nd choice 3rd choice 

   

Session 3 

(Q-X) 

Each session, including the keynote, will 

count for 1.25 hours of training time.   
 

Register early– workshop assignments will 

be made in order of registration receipt.  

 

Please note that photos and videos may be taken 

at this event. By participating in this event,  

you are giving consent to be photographed or 

videotaped. 
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